Pluses in housing crisis for Midwest (7/10/08)

By Charisse Jones and Paul Overberg, USA TODAY

Parts of the Midwest experienced a modest population resurgence last year as the nation's housing crisis
disrupted a long-term migration by Americans to the Sun Belt, a USA TODAY analysis of new Census
data shows.

Chicago and St. Paul were among the cities that saw their populations grow during the 12 months ending
July 1, 2007, after declining the previous year, according to figures released today.

Cincinnati; Indianapolis; Wichita; Kansas City, Mo.; Springfield, Mo.; Ann Arbor, Mich.; and Rockford, lIl.,
were among the Midwestern cities where growth, though modest, accelerated from 2005 to 2007.

The housing crisis, which generally has made mortgages harder to obtain and homes harder to sell, is
likely a major factor in why many residents are staying put, says William Frey, a Brookings Institution
demographer.

The same forces are cooling rapid expansion in booming Sun Belt cities such as Houston, Phoenix, Las
Vegas and Orlando, which grew last year but at a slower pace than a year earlier. "You see people
hanging tight and not moving out to the suburbs or other parts of the country," says Frey, who saw similar
trends in parts of the Northeast and along California's coast.

After losing ground every year since 2000, St. Paul was up 0.4% in 2007. "It's nice to be headed in the
right direction," says Bob Hume, spokesman for Mayor Chris Coleman. "You can attribute it to everything
from gas prices to great parks, but across the country the urban core is being revitalized. Those
investments are starting to yield results."

Housing prices also might be a plus for the Midwest. "The Midwest was much more affordable relative to
Sun Belt markets," said Lawrence Yun, chief economist for the National Association of Realtors.

Last year's fastest-growing city was New Orleans. Its population rose 13.8% to 239,124 but is still down
by half since Hurricane Katrina hit in 2005.

TABLE: Top 75 U.S. cities ranked by population

Population growth is uneven across the USA. How do you see your city growing or shrinking? Leave a
comment below. The 75 most populous cities — based on July 1, 2007, estimates — and the change
over seven years:

2007 pop. % chng. 2000-07 2007 rank 2000 rank

New York 8,274,527 3.3% 1 1
Los Angeles 3,834,340 3.8% 2 2
Chicago 2,836,658 -2.1% 3 3
Houston 2,208,180 11.8% 4 4
Phoenix 1,552,259 17.4% 5 6
Philadelphia 1,449,634 -4.5% 6 5
San Antonio 1,328,984 14.6% 7 9
San Diego 1,266,731 3.5% 8 7
Dallas 1,240,499 4.4% 9 8
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Source: Analysis of Census Bureau data by Paul Overberg, USA TODAY
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